136	NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND  WAR
To illustrate my answer let me take another argument
from my own life. Even when I was a little urchin my heart
and intellect rebelled against untouchability. But being
then an insignificant member of the family I acquiesced
in their conduct towards Harijans, which I should not da
now. Needless to say, I could not then have argued out my
conduct. My personal belief did not appear to me to be in-
consistent with my living in the family.
Indeed life is made of such compromises. Ahimsa, simply
because it is purest, unselfish love, often demands such com-
promises. The conditions are imperative. There should be
no self in one's action, no fear, no untruth, and it must
be in furtherance of the cause of Ahimsa. The compromise
must be natural to oneself, not imposed from without.
I should not at all wonder if my answer luis given
no satisfaction to the professor and his pupils. I must be
pardoned for the constant reference to my own actions. The
reason is obvious. I am not a well-read man in any sense
of the term. All I know of Ahimsa is in the first instance deriv-
ed from my own experiences and experiments carried on
in broad daylight in a humble scientific spirit and in the
fear of God which is Truth.
Harijan, 17-10-1936
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A DISCOURSE ON NON-VIOLENCE
Negro's the Same Problem
Readers of Harijan will perhaps remember how the
central topic of the members of the Negro delegation who
saw Gandhiji about a year ago was non-violence.  Two
Negro gentlemen, who came for the recent world's meet-
ing of the committees of the Y. M. C. A., also had the same
question to discuss, which shows how remarkably similar
are   their   problems   to   ours!   1   am going to take up
Dr. Tobias' questions first, though he saw Gandhiji later
and on his day of silence. Tor the long discourse   with

